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~ PROTECTION AND WE!.FARE

GIG ;ORKERS

HR minister says all sup.pertin'g‘ |

mechanlsms to be announced later o

" IYLIA MARSYA lSKANDAR
PETALING JAYA
1y11amarsya@nst com. my

HE Gig Workers Act will
be finalised and en-
forced in late March, said
Human Resources Min-
ister Datuk Seri R. Ramanan.

“As for the consultative coun-
cil, tribunal and all related of-
fices, everything will be put in
place and announcements will be
madein due course,” he said after
launching the Kampus Rakan
Grab Malaysia yesterday.

Responding to questions on
whether the government plans to

introduce specific regulatory .

mechanisms, Ramanan said:
“The government has decided
that RM1,700 is the minimum
wage. However, in terms of reg-
ulation, wages and the nders fall
under the platform owners.”

He said the act would provide

key protections for gig workers.
On calls for a floor price for
riders, Ramanan said ‘a uniform
rate could not be imposed across
all platforms due to differences in
business models and profitabil-

s Al
e

ity, :
When asked about members of

- the Gig Consultative Council, Ra-

manan said the ministry would
announce it in due course. '

Separately, he welcomed Grab’s
increase in its contribution to-
wards gig workers’ somal secu-
rity.

“Previously, there was a con-
tribution of 30 per cent borne by
Grab, but this applied only to per-

‘manent workers. Overall, Grab

covered 10 per cent. Howevet, af-
ter discussions with Grab’s top
management, Grab has agreed to
contribute 15 per cent for all e-
hailing riders for their Social Se-
curity Organisation contribu-
tions,” Ramanan said.

He added that Grab would also
provide training and upskllhng
opportunities.

“Upskilling will be offered to
5,000 Grab workers this year.”

The ministry, he said, would
support skills development
through financing assistance.

“The ministry will assist 5,000
workers who wish to upgrade
their skills through the Skills De-
velopment Fund Corporation.”
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Gig Workers Act to come ihto effect- in March

PETALING JAYA: The Gig
Workers Act 2025 will come into

force in March once all imple-

mentation mechanisms, includ-

ing the consultative council, tribu-

nal and related offices, have been

finalised, says Datuk Seri R.
. Ramanan (pic).

The Human Resources Minister
said membership of the gig work-
ers’ consultative council would be
announced later, with priority
given to major platforms like
Grab, which represent a large
share of the gig workforce.

“We need some time to finalise
the membership structure and

will announce it soon,”
he said, adding that pri-
ority has to be given to
those operating on a
large scale. 4
He spoke to reporters
after launching the Grab
Partner Campus here '
yesterday. :
Gazetted on Dec 31,
the Gig Workers Act
seeks to protect the social securi-

ty, welfare and dignity of gig

‘workers, extending protections

comparable to those of formal
employees to more than 1.2 mil-
lion people in the sector.

He added that Grab
had committed to rais-
ing Social Security
Organisation (PERKESO)
coverage for its regis-
tered gig workers to
15%, up from 10%.

Bernama reported
that Grab is also offering
training and upskilling
for 5,000 workers this
year, backed by government
funding through the Skills

Development Fund Corporation,

to support gig worker welfare.
Meanwhile, on regulating gig

workers’ income, Ramanan said -

the national minimum wage of
RM1,700 remains the baseline,
while rider pay is determined by
each platform.

The minister also rejected a
uniform minimum fare, saying it
would strain e-hailing platforms
still seeking profitability and that
a balance is needed between
worker welfare and business sus:
tainability.

“Many think that if we just look
after the workers, everything will
be OK. That may be popular, but
as I've told all senior ministry
officials, we must have a balance,”
he said.
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